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BAR .BRIEFs 9
A JUDGE'S VIEW
District Judge Horace D. Dickinson of Minneapolis, in his instruc-
tions to the grand jury in which he made the statement that the grand
jury is an unnecessary expense to the taxpayers of the nation, made the
following comments:
"I do not advocate entire abolition of the grand jury system. There
should be some power retained whereby a grand jury could be called in
times of necessity, such as a crisis, or to investigate public conduct of
public officials. But in general justice could be speeded up by allowing
the county attorney's office to handle indictments just as it now does
informations.
"The general prevalence of crime today. is not due. to any crime
wave. It is due to the failure of society to punish crime. No other
adequate, practical workable deterrent ever has or can be devised. The
trouble is that today when the criminal falls, we provide a bed of roses
to receive that fall, so to speak. Prison life is made more attractive
than outside life, which naturally takes away much of the punishment.
"Today we find too many laws, and too much irreverence of them.
Then, too, there are too many delays in administration of justice. Our
system is a great sieve with innumerable holes for criminals to slip
through. Delays, compromises, bargains, in administration of laws all
operate against swift and sure punishment. Swiftness, severity, and
surety in dealing out punishments is what this country needs today.
We must carry the fear of God and man into the hearts of potential
criminals, as well as those already criminals.
"The' indeterminate sentence, parole of prisoners, and the pardon
system is excellent for rehabilitation of offenders who are not real
criminals. The system should be retained to apply to those who may
have erred through folly, or through haste, or through other reasons at
some time in their lives, whereas they would not offend habitually. But
the system most emphatically should not be allowed to apply to the real
criminal. Parole and pardon should be denied to the gunman and the
gangster-potential murderers."
NOTES:
Professor Chas. Kellogg Burdick has been elected dean of Cornell
Law School.
It is now proposed that there be adopted a uniform Inter-
American negotiable instruments law.
The International Law Association will hold its biennial in Vienna
from August 5th to 11th, 1926.
Governor Richardson of California has appointed a commission for
the reform of criminal procedure under an act of the last legislature.
The Republic of Argentina has appropriated the sum of $15,000.00
to defray expenses incident to a conference of bar associations to consider
uniform civil procedure and judiciary acts.
10 BAR .BRIEFS
Even from far off Bagdad comes the word that the bar of Iraq has
virtually complete control over the legal profession. No -person can
practice law in any court unless he is a member of the bar association
and holds a license to practice granted by. it.
The bar associations of Texas, Arkansas and Louisiana have just
held a combined meeting at Texarkana. Among the speakers were Hon.
Albert J. Beveridge, Senator Thos. J. Walsh and Hon. Chester I. Long,
president of the American Bar Association.
In the thirty-nine state legislatures in session in 1925, 40,986 bills
were introduced and 13,018 were enacted into law. 3,186 bills were intro-
duced in New York, while in Minnesota there were 2,797 bills. North
Carolina enacted 1,183 new statutes out of 1,773 bills.
Professor Thos. E. Atkinson, formerly a member of the faculty of
the Law School of the University of North Dakota, is now a teaching
fellow and graduate student in the Yale school of law and during the
coming year will be a member of the faculty of the University of Kansas
School of Law.
The Supreme Court of North Carolina, in a decision handed down in
February of this year, (In re Farmer, 191 N. C. 211-121 S. E. 661) held
that the applicants did not possess the necessary upright character to
entitle them to receive law licenses, although they had successfully passed
the written examination.
Under the leadership of Lord Birkenhead a new conveyancing act
has been enacted by the English Parliament. While Lord Chancellor,
Lord Birkenhead discovered that while the law regarding landed property
which has been growing up since the Domesday Book was compiled in
the eleventh century, it had become cumbrous and out of date. The new
act codifies and greatly simplifies the law.
There has been considerable discussion about the approaching
socialization of the medical profession, but what shall one say as to what
the future holds for the legal profession in the light of the statement by
Chief Justice Taft: "I think that we shall have to come, and ought to
come, to the creation in every criminal court of the office of public de-
fender, and that he should be paid out of the treasury of the county or
state. I think, too, that there should be a department in every large city,
and probably in the state, which shall be sufficiently equipped to offer
legal advice and legal services in suits and defenses in all civil cases, but
especially in small claims courts, in courts of domestic relations, and in
other forums of the plain people."
REMEDIES FOR THE LAW'S DELAYS
Following we present a brief outline of the recent address of
Attorney General Shafer before the Cass County Bar Association:
The Constitution of North Dakota assures to every person accused
of crime the right to a speedy and public trial," and to every person
who suffers a civil injury, a remedy by due process of law, "without sale,
denial, or delay." Under our system of administering justice in this
State, defendants in criminal cases, are always given a public trial, but
